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TRANSACTIONS 
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THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 



ARTICLE L 

Contributions to Electricity and Magnetism, By Joseph Henry ^ LL. D. Pro- 
fessor of Natural Philosophy in the College of Nerv Jersey^ Princeton. Read 
June 19, 1840. 

No. IV,— On 'Electro-Dynamic Induction. ( Continued. ) 

INTRODUCTION* 

1. In the course of my last paper, it was stated that the investigations which 
it detailed were not as complete in some parts as I could wish, and that I hoped 
to develope them more fully in another communication. After considerable 
delay, occasioned by alterations in the rooms of the physical department of 
the college, I was enabled to resume my researches, and since then I have been 
so fortunate as to discover a series of new facts belonging to different parts of 
the general subject of my contributions. These I have announced to the 
Society at different times, as they were discovered, and I now purpose to 
select from the whole such portions as relate particularly to the principal 

VIII. — A 



2 CONTRIBUTIONS TO ELECTRICITY AND MAGNETISM. 

subject of my last paper, namely, the induction at the beginning and ending 
of a galvanic current, and to present them as a continuation, and, in a measure, 
as the completion, of this part of my researches. The other results of my 
labours in this line will be arranged for publication as soon as my duties will 
permit me to give them a more careful examination. 

2. In the course of the experiments I am about to describe, I have had occa- 
sion to repeat and vary those given in my last paper, and I am happy to be 
able to state, in reference to the results, that, except in some minor particulars, 
which will be noticed in the course of this paper, I have found no cause to 
desire a change in the accounts before published. My views, however, of the 
connexion of the phenomena have been considerably modified, and I think 
rendered much more definite by the additional light which the new facts have 
afforded. 

3. The principal articles of apparatus used in these experiments are nearly 
the same as those described in my last paper, namely, several flat coils and a 
number of long wire helices. (III. 6, 7, 8.*) I have, however, added to these 
a constant battery, on Professor Daniell's plan, the performance of which has 
fully answered my expectations, and confirmed the accounts given of this form 
of the instrument by its author. It consists of thirty elements, formed of as 
many copper cylinders, open at the bottom, each five inches and a half in height, 
three inches and a half in diameter, and placed in earthen cups. A zinc rod 
is suspended in each of these, of the same length as the cylinders, and about 
one inch in diameter. The several elements are connected by a thick copper 
wire, soldered to the copper cylinder of one element, and dipping into a cup of 
mercury on the zinc of the next. The copper and zinc as usual are separated 
by a membrane, on both sides of which is placed a solution of one part of 
sulphuric acid in ten parts of water; and to this is added, on the side next the 
copper, as much sulphate of copper, as will saturate the solution. The battery 
was sometimes used as a single series, with all its elements placed consecutively, 
and at others in two or three series, arranged collaterally, so as to vary the 
quantity and intensity of the electricity as the occasion might require. 

4. The galvanometers mentioned in this paper, and referred to in the last, 
are of two kinds; one, which is used with a helix, to indicate the action of an 

* When the numerals 11. or III. are included in the parenthesis, reference is made to the corre- 
sponding Nos. of my contributions. 



ON ELECTRO-DYNAMIC INDUCTION. 3 

induced current of intensity, consists of about five hundred turns of fine copper 
wire, covered vs^ith cotton thread, and more effectually insulated by steeping the 
instrument in melted cement, which was drawn into the spaces between the 
spires by capillary attraction. The other galvanometer is formed of about 
forty turns of a shorter and thicker wire, and is always used to indicate an 
induced current, of considerable quantity, but of feeble intensity. The needle 
of both these instruments is suspended by a single fibre of raw silk. 

5. I should also state, that in all cases where a magnetizing spiral is mentioned 
in connexion with a helix, the article is formed of a long, fine wire, making 
about one hundred turns around the axis of a hollow piece of straw, of about 
two inches and a half long: also the spiral mentioned in connexion with a coil, 
is formed of a short wire, which makes about twenty turns around a similar 
piece of straw. The reason of the use of the two instruments in these two 
cases is the same as that for the galvanometers, under similar circumstances, 
namely, the helix gives a current of intensity, but of small quantity, while the 
coil produces one of considerable quantity, but of feeble intensity. 

Section I. 
On the Inductionproducedat the moment of the Begmning of a Galvanic Current, <SfC. 

6. It will be recollected that the arrangement of apparatus employed in my 
last series of experiments gave a powerful induction at the moment of breaking 
the galvanic circuit, but the effect at making the same was so feeble as scarcely 
to be perceptible. I was unable in any case to get indications of currents of 
the third or fourth orders from the beginning induction, and its action was 
therefore supposed to be so feeble as not materially to affect the results ob- 
tained. 

7. Subsequent reflection, however, led me to conclude, that in order to com- 
plete this part of my investigations, a more careful study of the induction at 
the beginning of the current would be desirable, and accordingly, on resuming 
the experiments, my attention was first directed to the discovery of some means 
by which the intensity of this induction might be increased. After some pre- 
liminary experiments, it appeared probable that the desired result could be ob- 
tained by using a compound galvanic battery, instead of the single one before 
employed. In reference to this conjecture the constant battery before men- 
tioned (3) was constructed, and a series of experiments instituted with it, the 
results of which agreed with my anticipation. 
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8. In the first experiment, coil No. 2, which it will be remembered (III. 7) 
consists of a copper riband of about sixty feet long, and coiled on itself like the 
main spring of a watch, was connected with the compound battery and helix 
No. 1, (III. 8,) formed of one thousand six hundred and sixty yards of fine 
copper wire, and was placed on the coil to receive the induction, as is shown 
in figure 3, which is again inserted here for the convenience of the reader. 

Fig. 3, This arrangement being made, 

' ^ currents of increasing intensity 
>c were passed through the coil by 
constantly retaining one of its 
ends in the cup of mercury form- 
ing one extremity of the battery, 
a represents coil No. 1 , 5 helix No. 1 , and c, c/, handles ^^^ successively plunging the 
for receiving the shock, 

other end into the cups which 
served to form the connexions of the several elements of the battery. With the 
current from one element, the shock at breaking the circuit was quite severe, 
but at making the same it was very feeble, and could be perceived in the 
fingers only or through the tongue. With two elements in the circuit, the shock 
at beginning was slightly increased; with three elements the increase was 
more decided, while the shock at breaking the circuit remained nearly of the 
same intensity as at first, or was comparatively but little increased. When 
the number of elements was increased to teUf the shock at making contact was 
found fully equal to that at breaking, and by employing a still greater number, 
the former was decidedly greater than the latter, the difference continually 
increasing until all the thirty elements were introduced into the circuit. 

9. In my last paper, a few experiments are mentioned as being made with a 
compound battery of Cruickshank's construction; but from the smallness of 
the plates of this, and the rapidity with which its power declined, I was led 
into the error of supposing that the induction at the ending of the current, in 
the case of a short coil, was diminished by increasing the intensity of the bat- 
tery, (see paragraph 19, of No. 3,) but by employing the more perfect instru- 
ment of Professor Daniell in the arrangement of the last experiment, I am 
enabled to correct this error, and to state that the induction at the ending re- 
mains nearly the same, when the intensity of the battery is increased. If the 
induction depends in any degree on the quantity of current electricity in the 



ON ELECTRO-DYNAMIC INDUCTION. 5 

conductor, then a slight increase in the induction should take place, since, 
according to theory, the current is somewhat increased in quantity, in the case 
of a long coil, by the increase of the intensity of the battery. Although very 
little, if any, difference could be observed in the intensity of the shock from 
the secondary current, yet the snap and deflagration of the murcury appeared 
to be greater from the primary current, when ten elements of the battery were 
included in the circuit, than with a single one. The other results which are 
mentioned in my last paper in reference to the compound battery are, I believe, 
correctly given. 

10. The intensity of the different shocks in the foregoing experiments was 
compared by gradually raising the helix from the coil, (see Fig. 3,) until, on 
account of the distance of the conductors, the shock in one case would be so 
much reduced as to be scarcely perceptible through the fingers or the tongue, 
while the shock from another arrangement, but with the same distance of the 
conductors, would be evident, perhaps, in the hands. The same method was 
generally employed in the experiments in which shocks are mentioned as being 
compared, in the other parts of this paper. 

11. Experiments were next made to determine the influence of a variation 
in the length of the coil, the intensity of the battery remaining the same. For 
this purpose, the battery consisting of a single element, and the arrangement 
of the apparatus as represented in Fig. 3, the coil was diminished in length 
from sixty feet to forty-five, then to thirty, and so on. With the first men- 
tioned length the shock, at making contact with the battery, was, of course, 
very feeble, and could be felt only in the tongue; with the next shorter length 
it was more perceptible, and increased in intensity with each diminution of the 
coil, until a length of about fifteen feet appeared to give a maximum result. 

12. The diminution of the intensity of the shock in the last experiment, after 
the length of the coil was diminished below fifteen feet, was due to the diminu- 
tion of the number of spires of the coil, each of which, by acting on the helix, 
tends to increase the intensity of the secondary current, unless the combined 
length of the whole is too great for the intensity of the battery. That this is 
the fact is shown by the following experiment: the helix was placed on a single 
spire or turn of the coil, and the length of the other part of the copper riband, 
which did not act on the helix, was continually shortened, until the whole of it 
was excluded from the circuit; in this case the intensity of the shock at the 
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6 CONTRIBUTIONS TO ELECTRICITY AND MAGNETISM. 

beginning was constantly increased. We may therefore state generally, that, 
at the beginning of the battery current, the induction of a unit of its length is 
increased by every diminution of the length of the conductor. 

13. In the experiment given in paragraph 11, the intensity of the shock at 
the ending of the battery current diminishes v^^ith each diminution of the length 
of the coil ; and this is also due to the decrease of the number of the spires of 
the coil, as is evident from an experiment similar to the last, in v^^hich the helix 
was placed on a coil consisting of only two turns or spires of copper riband ; 
the shock at the ending, with this arrangement, was comparatively feeble, but 
could be felt in the hands. Different lengths of coil No. 2 were now intro- 
duced into the same circuit, but not so as to act on the helix; but although 
these were varied from four or five feet to the whole length of the coil, (sixty 
feet,) not the least difference in the intensity of the shock could be perceived. 
We have, therefore, the remarkable result, that the intensity of the ending in- 
duction of each unit of length of the battery current is not materially altered, 
at least within certain limits, by changing the length of the whole conductor. 
From this we would infer that the shock depends more on the intensity of the 
action than on the quantity of the current, since we know that the latter is di- 
minished in a given unit of the conductor by increasing the length of the 
whole. 

14. We have seen (8) that with a circuit composed of ten elements of the 
compound battery and the coil No. 2, the shock, at the beginning of the cur- 
rent, was fully equal to that at the ending. It was, however, found that if, in 
this case, the length of the coil was increased, this shock was diminished; and 
we may state, as an inference from several experiments, that however great 
may be the intensity of the electricity from the battery, the shock at the be- 
ginning may be rendered scarcely perceptible by a sufficient increase of the 
length of the primary circuit. 

15. It was also found that when the thickness of the coil was increased, the 
length and intensity of the circuit remaining the same, the shock at the 
beginning of the battery current was somewhat increased. This result was 
produced by using a double coil; the electricity was made to pass through one 
strand, and immediately afterwards through both: the shock from the helix in 
the latter case was apparently the greater. 

16. By the foregoing results we are evidently furnished with two methods 
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of increasing, at pleasure, the intensity of the induction at the beginning of a 
battery current, the one consisting in increasing the intensity of the source of 
the electricity, and the other in diminishing the resistance to conduction of the 
circuit while its intensity remains the same. 

17. The explanation of the effects which we have given, relative to the in- 
duction at the beginning, is apparently not difficult. The resistance to con- 
duction in the case of a long conductor and a battery of a single element is so 
great that the full development of the primary current may be supposed not to 
take place with sufficient rapidity to produce the instantaneous action on which 
the shock from the secondary current would seem to depend. But when a 
battery of a number of elements is employed, the poles of this, previous to the 
moment of completing the circuit, are in a state of electrical tension; and there- 
fore the discharge through the conductor may be supposed to be more sudden, 
and hence an induction of more intensity is produced. 

18. That the shock at both making and breaking the circuit in some way 
depends on the rapidity of formation and diminution of the current is shown 
by tho following experiment, in which the tension just mentioned does not take 
place, and in which, also, the current appears to diminish more slowly. The 
two ends of the coil were placed in the two cups which formed the poles 
of the battery, and permanently retained there during the experiment; also, at 
the distance of about six inches from, say the right hand end of the coil, a loop 
was made in the riband, which could be plunged into the cup containing the 
left hand end. With this arrangement, and while only the two extreme ends 
of the coil were in connexion with the cups of mercury, of course the current 
passed through the entire length of the riband of the coil, but by plunging the 
loop into the left hand cup, the whole length of the coil, except the six inches 
before mentioned, was excluded from the battery circuit. And again, when 
the loop was lifted out of the cup, the whole length was included. In this way 
the current in the coil could be suddenly formed and interrupted, while the 
poles of the battery were continually joined by a conductor, but no shock with 
either a single or a compound battery could be obtained by this method of 
operation. 

19. The feebleness of the shock at the beginning of the current, with a sin- 
gle battery and a long coil, is not entirely owing to the cause we have stated, 
(17,) namely, the resistance to conduction offered by the long conductor, but 
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also depends, in a considerable degree, if not principally, on the adverse in- 
fluence of the secondary current, induced in the primary conductor itself, as is 
shown by the result of the following experiment. Helix No. 1 was placed on 
a coil consisting of only three spires or turns of copper riband; with this, the 
shock both at making and breaking the circuit with a single battery could be 
felt in the hands. A compound coil was then formed of the copper ribands of 
coils No. 3 and 4 rolled together so that the several spires of the two alternated 
with each other, and when this was introduced into the circuit so as not to act 
on the helix by its induction, and the battery current passed through, for 
example, coil No. 3, the shock at making contact with the pole of the battery 
was so much reduced as to be imperceptible in the hands, w^hile the shock at 
breaking the contact was about the same as before this addition was made to 
the length of the circuit. The ends of coil No. 4 were now joined so as to pro- 
duce a closed circuit, the induced current in which would neutralize the se- 
condary current in the battery conductor itself; and now the shock at making 
the contact was nearly as powerful as in the case where the short conductor 
alone formed the circuit with the battery. Hence, the principal cause of the 
feebleness of the effect at the beginning of the battery current is the adverse 
action on the helix of the secondary current produced in the conductor of the 
battery circuit itself. The shock at the breaking of the circuit, in this experi- 
ment, did not appear affected by joining or separating the ends of coil No. 4. 

20. Having investigated the conditions on which the inductive action at the 
beginning of a battery current depends, experiments were next instituted to 
determine the nature of the effects produced by this induction : and first the 
coils were arranged in the manner described in my last paper, (HI. 79,) for 
producing currents of the different orders. The result with this was similar 
to that which I have described in reference to the ending induction, namely, 
currents of the third, fourth, and fifth orders were readily obtained. 

21. Also, when an arrangement of apparatus was made similar to that de- 
scribed in paragraph 87 of my last paper, it was found that a current of in- 
tensity could be induced from one of quantity and the converse. 

22. Likewise, the same screening or rather neutralizing effect was produced, 
when a plate of metal was interposed between two consecutive conductors of 
the series of currents, as was described (HI. section IV.) in reference to the 
ending induction. In short, the series of induced currents produced at the be- 
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ginning of the primary current appeared to possess all the properties belonging 
to those of the induction at the ending of the same current. 

23. I may mention, in this place, that I have found, in the course of these 
experiments, that the neutralizing power of a plate of metal depends, in some 
measure, on its superjficial extent. Thus a broad plate which extends, in every 
direction, beyond the helix and coil, produces a more perfect screening than 
one of the same metal and of the same thickness, but of a diameter only a little 
greater than that of the coil. 

24. The next step in the investigation was to determine the direction of the 
currents of the dijSerent orders produced by the beginning induction, and for 
this purpose the magnetizing spirals (5) were used, and the results obtained 
by these verified by the indications of the galvanometer. It should be stated 
here, as a fact which was afterward found of some importance, that although 
the needle of the galvanometer was powerfully deflected when the instrument 
was placed in the circuit of the secondary current, yet a very feeble effect was 
produced on it by the action of a current of the third, fourth, or fifth order. 
The directions, however, of these currents, as indicated by the feeble motion 
of the needle, were the same as those given by the magnetizing spiral. 

25. The direction of the different currents produced at the making of the 
battery current, as determined by these instruments, is as follows, namely: 
the direction of the secondary current is, as stated by Dr. Faraday, adverse to 
that of the primary current, and, also, the direction of each succeeding current 
is opposite to that of the one which produced it. We have, therefore, from 
these results, and those formerly obtained, (III. 92,) the following series of di- 
rections of currents, one produced at the moment of beginning, and the other 
at that of ending of the battery current. 





At the 


' Beginning. 


At the Ending 


Primary current, .... 




+ 


. . . + 


Secondary current, . . . 




— 


• • . + 


Current of the third order, , 




+ 


. . — 


Current of the fourth order, 




— 


• • + 


Current of the fifth order, . 




+ 


— 



26. These two series, at first sight, may appear very different, but, with a 
little attention, they will be seen to be of the same nature. If we allow that 
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the induction at the ending of a galvanic battery should be opposite to that at 
the beginning of the same, then the sign at the top of the second column may 

be called minus instead of plus, and we shall have the second series 1 h 

alternating precisely like the first. 

27. In connexion v^ith the results given in the last two paragraphs, it is due 
to Mr. Sturgeon that I should state that, in a letter addressed to me, and pub- 
lished in the Annals of Electricity, he has predicted, from his theory, that I 
would find, on examination, the series of alternation of currents for the begin- 
ning induction which I have here given. I may, however, add, that it appears 
to me that this result might have been predicted without reference to any the- 
ory. There was no reason to suppose the induction at the beginning would 
be different in its nature from that at the ending, and therefore the series 
which would be produced from the former might be immediately inferred from 
that belonging to the latter, by recollecting that the direction of the induction 
at the beginning should be opposite to that at the ending. I do not wish it to 
be supposed, however, from this remark, that I had, myself, drawn any infe- 
rence from my experiments as to the alternations of currents which might be 
produced by the beginning induction; the truth is, that this action was so feeble 
with the arrangement of apparatus I employed, that I supposed it could not 
produce a series of currents of the different orders. 



28. In the course of the experiments given in this section, I have found that 
a shock can be produced without using a coil, by arranging about ten elements 
of the battery in the form of a circle, and placing the helix within this. The 
shock was felt in the hands at the moment of closing the circuit, but the effect 
at opening the same was scarcely perceptible through the tongue. An attempt 
was also made to get indications of induction by placing the helix within a cir- 
cle of dilute acid, connected with a battery instead of a coil, but the effect, if 
any, was very feeble. 

29. I have shown, in the second number of my contributions, that if the 
body be introduced into a circuit with a battery of one hundred and twenty 
elements, without a coil, a thrilling sensation will be felt during the continu- 
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ance of the current, and a shock will be experienced at the moment of inter- 
rupting the current by breaking the circuit at any point. This result is evi- 
dently due to the induction of a secondary current in the battery itself, and on 
this principle the remarkable physiological effects produced by Dr. Ure, on the 
body of a malefactor, may be explained. The body, in these experiments, was 
made to form a part of the circuit, with a compound galvanic apparatus in 
which a series of interruptions was rapidly made by drawing the end of a con- 
ductor over the edges of the plates of the battery. By this operation a series 
of induced currents must have been produced in the battery itself, the intensity 
of which would be greater than that of the primary current. 

30. In this connexion I may mention that the idea has occurred to me that 
the intense shocks given by the electrical fish may possibly be from a secondary 
current, and that the great amount of nervous organization found in these 
animals may serve the purpose of a long conductor.* It appears to me, that 
in the present state of knowledge, this is the only way in which we can con- 
ceive of such intense electricity being produced in organs imperfectly insulated 
and immersed in a conducting medium. But we have seen that an original 
current of feeble intensity can induce, in a long wire, a secondary current 
capable of giving intense shocks, although the several strands of the wire are 
separated from each other only by a covering of cotton thread. Whatever 
may be the worth of this suggestion, on which I place but little value, the 
secondary current affords the means of imitating the phenomena of the shock 
from the electrical eel, as described by Dr. Faraday. By immersing the apparatus 
(Fig. 3) in a shallow vessel of water, the handles being placed at the two ex- 
tremities of the diameter of the helix, and the hands plunged into the water 
parallel to a line joining the two poles, a shock is felt through the arms; but 
when the contact with the water is made in a line at right angles to the last, 
only a slight sensation is felt in each hand, but no shock. 

31. Since the publication of my last paper, I have exhibited to my class the 
experiment (No. III. Sec. 3d) relative to the induction at a distance on a much 
larger scale. All my coils were united so as to form a single length of conductor 
of about four hundred feet, and this was rolled into a ring of five and a half 
feet in diameter, and suspended vertically against the inside of the large folding 

* Since writing the above, I have found that M. Masson has suggested the same idea, in an 
interesting thesis lately published. 
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doors which separate the laboratory from the lecture room. On the other side 
of the doors, in the lecture room, and directly opposite the coil, was placed a 
helix, formed of upwards of a mile of copper wire, one sixteenth of an inch in 
thickness, and wound into a hoop of four feet in diameter. With this arrange- 
ment, and a battery of one hundred and forty-seven square feet of zinc surface 
divided into eight elements, shocks were perceptible in the tongue, when the 
two conductors were separated, to the distance of nearly seven feet; at the 
distance of between three and four feet, the shocks were quite severe. The 
exhibition was rendered more interesting by causing the induction to take place 
through a number of persons standing in a row between the two conductors. 

Section IL 
On apparently two kinds of Electro-dynamic Induction. 

32. The investigations arranged under this head had their origin in the 
following circumstances. After the publication of my last paper, I received, 
through the kindness of Dr. Faraday, a copy of the fourteenth series of his 
researches, and in this I was surprised to find a statement which appeared in 
direct opposition to one of the principal facts of my communication. In para- 
graph 59, I state, in substance, that when a plate of metal is interposed between 
the coil transmitting a galvanic current, and the helix placed above it to receive 
the induction, the shock from the secondary current is almost perfectly neutral- 
ized. Dr. Faraday, in the extension of his new and ingenious views of the 
agency of the intermediate particles in transmitting induction, was led to make 
an experiment on the same point, and apparently, under the same circumstances, 
he found that it *' makes not the least difference, whether the intervening space 
between the two conductors is occupied by such insulating bodies as air, sulphur, 
and shell-lac, or such conducting bodies as copper and other non-magnetic metals. ' ' 

33. As the investigation of the fact mentioned above forms an important part 
of my paper, and is intimately connected with almost all the phenomena sub- 
sequently described in the communication, I was, of course, anxious to discover 
the cause of so remarkable a discrepancy. There could be no doubt of the 
truth of my results, since a shock from a secondary current which would para- 
lyze the arms was so much reduced by the interposition of plates of metal as 
scarcely to be felt through the tongue. 

34. After some reflection, however, the thought occurred to me that induction 
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might be produced in such a way as not to be affected by the interposition of 
a plate of metal. To understand this, suppose the end of a magnetic bar placed 
perpendicularly under the middle of a plate of copper, and a helix suddenly 
brought down on this; an induced current would be produced in the helix by 
its motion towards the plate, since the copper, in this case, could not screen the 
magnetic influence. Now, if we substitute for the magnet a coil through which 
a galvanic current is passing, the effect should be the same. The experiment 
was tried by attaching the ends of the helix to a galvanometer,^ and the result 
was, as I expected : when the coil was suddenly brought down on the plate the 
needle swung in one direction and when lifted up, in the other ; the amount of 
deflection being the same, whether the plate was interposed or not. 

35. It must be observed in this experiment, that the plate was at rest, and 
consequently did not partake of the induction produced by the motion of the 
helix. From my previous investigations, I was led to conclude that a different 
result would follow, were a current also generated in the plate by simultaneously 
moving it up and down with the helix. This conclusion, however, was not 
correct, for on making the experiment, I found that the needle was just as much 
affected when the plate was put in motion with the helix as when the latter 
alone was moved. 

36. This result was so unexpected and remarkable, that it was considered 
necessary to repeat and vary the experiment in several ways. First, a coil 
was interposed instead of the plate, but whether the coil was at rest or in 
motion with the helix, with its ends separated or joined, the effect on the gal- 
vanometer was still the same; not the least screening influence could be observed. 
In reference to the use of the coil in this experiment, it will be recollected that 
I have found this article to produce more perfect neutralization than a plate. 

37. Next, the apparatus remaining the same, and the helix at rest during the 
experiment, currents were induced in it by moving the battery attached to the 
coil up and down in the acid. But in this case, as in the others, the effect on 
the galvanometer was the same, whether the plate or the coil was interposed 
or not. 

38. The experiment was also tried with magneto-electricity. For this pur- 
pose, about forty feet of copper wire, covered with silk, were wound around a 

'^ The arrangement will be readily understood by supposing in Fig. S, the handles removed, and 
the ends of the helix joined to the ends of the wire of a galvanometer; also, by a plate of metal 
interposed between the helix and the coil. 
VIII. — D 
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short cylinder of stiff paper, and into this was inserted a hollow cylinder of 
sheet copper, and into this again, a short rod of soft iron; when the latter was 
rendered magnetic, by suddenly bringing in contact with its two ends the 
different poles of two magnets, a current, of course, was generated in the wire, 
and this, as before, was found to affect the galvanometer to the same degree, 
when the copper cylinder was interposed, as when nothing but the paper 
intervened. 

39. The last experiment was also varied by wrapping two copper wires of 
equal length around the middle of the keeper of a horse-shoe magnet, leaving 
the ends of the inner one projecting, and those of the outer attached to a galva- 
nometer. A current was generated in each by moving the keeper on the ends 
of the magnet, but the effect on the galvanometer was not in the least dimi- 
nished by joining the ends of the inner wire. 

40. At first sight, it might appear that all these results are at variance with 
those detailed in my last paper, relative to the effect of interposed coils and 
plates of metal. But it will be observed that in all the experiments just given, 
the induced currents are not the same as those described in my last commu- 
nication. They are all produced by motion, and have an appreciable duration, 
which continues as long as the motion exists. They are also of low intensity, 
and thus far I have not been able to get shocks by any arrangement of appa- 
ratus from currents of this kind. On the other hand, the currents produced at 
the moment of suddenly making or breaking a galvanic current, are of con- 
siderable intensity, and exist but for an instant. From these, and other facts 
presently to be mentioned, I was led to suppose that there are two kinds of 
electro-dynamic induction; one of which can be neutralized by the interposition 
of a metallic plate between the conductors and the other not. 

41. In reference to this surmise, it became important to examine again all 
the phenomena of induction at suddenly making and breaking a galvanic current. 
And in connexion with this part of the subject, I will first mention a fact 
which was observed in the course of the experiments given in the last section, 
on the direction of the induced currents of different orders. It was found that 
though the indications of the galvanometer were the same as those of the spiral, 
in reference to the direction of the induced currents, yet they were very dif- 
ferent in regard to the intensity of the action. Thus, when the arrangement 
of the apparatus was such that the induction at making the battery circuit 
was so feeble as not to give the least magnetism to the needle, and so powerful 
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at the ending as to magnetize it to saturation, the indication of the galvanometer 
was the same in both cases. 

42. Also, similar results were obtained in comparing the shock and the de- 
flection of the galvanometer. In one experiment, for example, the shock was 
so feeble at making contact that it could scarcely be perceived in the fingers, 
but so powerful at the breaking of the circuit as to be felt in the breast; yet the 
galvanometer was deflected about thirty-five degrees to the right, at the begin- 
ning of the current, and only an equal number of degrees to the left, at the 
ending of the same. 

43. In another experiment, the apparatus being the same as before, the mag- 
netizing spiral and the galvanometer were both at once introduced into the cir- 
cuit of the helix. A sewing needle being placed in the spiral, and the contact 
with the battery made, the needle showed no signs of magnetism, although the 
galvanometer was deflected thirty degrees. The needle being replaced, and 
the battery circuit broken, it was now found strongly magnetized, while the 
galvanometer was only moved about as much as before in the opposite direc- 
tion. 

44. Also, effects similar to those described in the last two paragraphs were 
produced when the apparatus was so arranged as to cause the induction at the 
beginning of the battery current to predominate. In this case the galvanome- 
ter was still nearly equally affected at making and breaking battery contact, or 
any difference which was observed could be referred to a variation in the power 
of the battery during the experiment. 

45. Another fact of importance belonging to the same class has been men- 
tioned before, (24,) namely, that the actions of the currents of the third, fourth, 
and fifth orders produced a very small effect on the galvanometer, compared 
with that of the secondary current; and this is not alone on account of the di- 
minishing power of the successive inductions, as will be evident from the fol- 
lowing experiment. By raising the helix from the coil, in the arrangement of 
apparatus for the secondary current, the shock was so diminished as to be in- 
ferior to one produced by the arrangement for a tertiary current, yet, while 
with the secondary current the needle was deflected twenty-five degrees, with 
the tertiary it scarcely moved more than one degree; and with the currents of 
the fourth and fifth orders the deflections were still less, resembling the effect 
of a slight impulse given to the end of the needle. 

46. With the light obtained from the foregoing experiments, I was led to 
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suppose that some new and interesting results might be obtained by a re-exa- 
mination of my former experiments, on the phenomena of the interposed plate 
of metal, in the case where the induction was produced by making and break- 
ing the circuit with a cup of mercury; and in this I was not disappointed. 
The coil (Fig. 3) being connected with a battery of ten elements, the shocks, 
both at making and breaking the circuit, were very severe; and these, as usual, 
were almost entirely neutralized by the interposition of the zinc plate. But 
when the galvanometer was introduced into the circuit instead of the body, its 
indications were the same whether the plate was interposed or not; or, in other 
words, the galvanometer indicated no screening, while, under the same circum- 
stances, the shocks were neutralized. 

47. A similar effect was observed when the galvanometer and the magnet- 
izing spiral were together introduced into the circuit. The interposition of the 
plate entirely neutralized the magnetizing power of the spiral, in reference to 
tempered steel, while the deflections of the galvanometer were unaffected. 

48. In order to increase the number of facts belonging to this class, the last 
experiments were varied in several ways ; and first, instead of the hard steel 
needle, one of soft iron wire was placed in the spiral, with a small quantity of 
iron filings almost in contact with one of its ends. The plate being interposed, 
the small particles of iron were attracted by the end of the needle, indicating 
a feeble, temporary development of magnetism. Hence the current which 
moves the needle, and is not neutralized by the interposed plate, also feebly 
magnetizes soft iron, but not hard steel. 

49. Again, the arrangement of apparatus being as in paragraph 46, instead 
of a plate of zinc, one of cast iron, of about the same superficial dimensions, but 
nearly half an inch thick, was interposed; with this the magnetizing power of 
the spiral, in reference to tempered steel, was neutralized; and, also, the action 
of the galvanometer was much diminished. 

50. Another result was obtained by placing in the circuit of the helix, (Fig. 
3d,) at the same time, the galvanometer, the spiral, and a drop of distilled 
water; with these the magnetizing power of the spiral was the same as with- 
out the water, but the deflection of the galvanometer was reduced from ten to 
about four degrees. In addition to these, the body was also introduced into 
the same circuit; the shocks were found very severe, the spiral magnetized 
needles strongly, but the galvanometer was still less moved than before. The 
current of low intensity, which deflects the needle of the galvanometer in 
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these instances was partially intercepted by the imperfect conduction of the 
watei* and the body. 

51. To exhibit the results of these experiments with still more precision, an 
arrangement of apparatus was adopted similar to that used by Dr. Faraday, 
and described in the fourteenth series of his researches, namely, a double gal- 
vanometer was formed of two separate wires of equal length and thickness, and 
wound together on the same frame; and, also^ a double magnetizing spiral was 
prepared by winding two equal wires around the same piece of hollow straw- 
Coil No. 1, connected with the battery, was supported perpendicularly on a 
table, and coils Nos. 3 and 4 were placed parallel to this, one on each side, to 
receive the induction, the ends of these being so joined with those of the gal- 
vanometer and the spiral that the induced current from the one coil would 
pass through the two instruments, in an opposite direction to that of the cur- 
rent from the other coil. The two outside coils were then so adjusted, by 
moving them to and from the middle coil, that the induced currents perfectly 
neutralized each other in the two instruments, and the needle of the galvano- 
meter and that in the spiral were both unaJSFected when the circuit of the bat- 
tery was made and broken. With this delicate arrangement the slightest dif- 
ference in the action of the two currents would be rendered perceptible ; but 
when a zinc plate was introduced so as to screen one of the coils, the needle of 
the galvanometer still remained perfectly stationary, indicating not the least 
action of the plate, while the needle in the spiral became powerfully magnetic. 
When, however, a plate of iron was interposed instead of the one of zinc, the 
needle of the galvanometer was also aJSFected. 

52. From the foregoing results it would seem that the secondary current, 
produced at the moment of suddenly beginning or ending of a galvanic cur- 
rent, by making and breaking contact with a cup of mercury, consists of two 
parts, which possess different properties. One of these is of low intensity, can 
be interrupted by a drop of water, does not magnetize hardened steel needles, 
and is not screened by the interposition of a plate of any metal, except iron, 
between the conductors. The other part is of considerable intensity, is not 
intercepted by a drop of water, develops the magnetism of hardened steel, gives 
shocks, and is screened or neutralized by a closed coil, or a plate of any kind 
of metal. Also, the induced current produced by moving a conductor towards 

VTII. — E 
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or from a battery current, and that produced by the movement up and down 
of a battery in the acid, are of the nature of the first mentioned part, while the 
currents of the third, fourth, and fifth orders partake almost exclusively of the 
properties of the second part. 



53. The principal facts and conclusions of this section were announced to 
the Society in October, 1839, and again presented in the form in which they 
are here detailed in June last. Since then, however, I have had leisure to ex- 
amine the subject more attentively, and after a careful comparison of these re- 
sults with those before given, I have obtained the more definite views of the 
phenomena which are given in the next section. 

Section IIL 

Theoretical Considerations relating to the Phenomena described in this and the 
preceding Communications, Read November 20, 1840. 

54. The experiments given in the last No. of my contributions were merely 
arranged under different heads, and only such inferences drawn from them as 
could be immediately deduced without reference to a general explanation. The 
addition, however, which I have since made to the number of facts, affords the 
means of a wider generalization; and after an attentive consideration of all the 
results given in this and the preceding papers, I have come to the conclusion 
that they can all be referred to the simple laws of the induction at the begin- 
ning and the ending of a galvanic current. 

55. In the course of these investigations the limited hypotheses which I have 
adopted have been continually modified by the development of new facts, and 
therefore my present views, with the farther extension of the subject, may also 
require important corrections. But I am induced to believe, from its exact ac- 
cordance with all the facts, so far as they have been compared, that if the ex- 
planation I now venture to give be not absolutely true, it is so, at least, in ap- 
proximation, and will therefore be of some importance in the way of suggesting 
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new forms of experiment, or as a first step towards a more perfect generali- 
zation. 

56. To render the laws of induction at the beginning and the ending of a 
galvanic current more readily applicable to the explanation of the phenomena, 
they may be stated as follows: — 1. During the time a galvanic current is in- 
creasing in quantity in a conductor, it induces, or tends to induce, a current in 
an adjoining parallel conductor in an opposite direction to itself 2. During 
the continuance of the primary current in full quantity, no inductive action is 
exerted. 3, But when the same current begins to decline in quantity, and 
during the whole time of its diminishing, an induced current is produced in 
an opposite direction to the induced current at the beginning of the primary 
current. 

57. In addition to these laws, I must frequently refer to the fact, that when 
the same quantity of electricity in a current of short duration is passed through 
a galvanometer^ the deflecting force on the needle is the same, whatever he the in- 
tensity of the electricity. By intensity is here understood the numerical ratio 
of a given quantity of force to the time in which it is expended; and according 
to this view, the proposition stated is an evident inference from dynamic prin- 
ciples. But it does not rest alone on considerations of this kind, since it has 
been proved experimentally by Dr. Faraday, in the third series of his re- 
searches. 

58. In order to form a definite conception of the several conditions of the 
complex phenomena which we are about to investigate, I have adopted the 
method often employed in physical inquiries, of representing the varying ele- 
ments of action by the different parts of a curve. This artifice has been of 
much assistance to me in studying the subject, and without the use of it at 
present, I could scarcely hope to present my views in an intelligible manner 
to the Society. 

59. After making these preliminary statements, we will now proceed to con- 
sider the several phenomena; and, first, let us take the case in which the in- 
duction is most obviously produced in accordance with the laws as above 
stated, (56,) namely, by immersing a battery into the acid, and also by with- 
drawing it from the same. During the time of the descent of the battery into 
the liquid, the conductor connected with it is constantly receiving additional 
quantities of current electricity, and each of these additions produces an indue- 
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tive action on the adjoining secondary conductor. The amoxint, therefore, of 
induced current produced during any moment of time will be just in propor- 
tion to the corresponding increase in the current of the battery during the same 
moment. Also, the amount of induction during any moment while the cur- 
rent of the battery is diminishing in quantity will be in proportion to the de- 
crease during the same moment. 

60. The several conditions of this experiment may be represented by the 
different parts of the curve, A, B, C, D, Fig. 17, in which the distances, A a, 
Ab, Ac, represent the times during which the battery m descending to differ- 
ent depths into the acid; and the corresponding ordinates, ag, bh, cB, repre- 
sent the amount of current electricity in the battery conductor corresponding 
to these times. The differences of the ordinates, namely, ag, mh, nB, express 
the increase in the quantity of the battery current during the corresponding 
moments of time represented by A a, ab, be: and since the inductive actions 
(59) are just in proportion to these increases, the same differences will also re- 
present the amount of induced action exerted on the secondary conductor 
during the same moment of time. 
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61. When the battery is fully immersed in the acid, or when the current in 
the conductor has reached its state of maximum quantity, and during the time 
of its remaining constant, no induction is exerted ; and this condition is ex- 
pressed by the constant ordinates of the part of the curve B C, parallel to the 
axis. Also, the inductive action produced by each diminution of the battery 
current, while the apparatus is in the progress of being drawn from the acid, 
will, in a like manner, be represented by the differences of the ordinates at the 
other end, CD, of the curve. 

62. The sum of the several increasements of the battery current, up to its 
full development, will be expressed by the ordinate cB, and this will, there- 
fore, also represent the whole amount of inductive action exerted in one direc- 
tion at the beginning of the primary current; and, for the same reason, the 
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equal ordinate, Cd^ will represent the whole induction in the other direction 
at the ending of the same current. Also, the whole time of continuance of 
the inductive action at the beginning and ending will be represented by A c 
and dT>. 

63. If we suppose the battery to be plunged into the acid to the same depth, 
but more rapidly than before, then the time represented by A c will be dimi- 
nished, while the whole amount of inductive force expended remains the same; 
hence, since the same quantity of force is exerted in a less time, a greater in- 
tensity of action will be produced, (57,) and consequently a current of more in- 
tensity, but of less duration, will be generated in the secondary conductor. 
The relative intensity of the induced currents will, therefore, evidently be ex- 
pressed by the ratio of the ordinate cB to the abscissa Ac. Or, in more gene- 
ral and definite terms, the intensity of the inductive action at any moment of 
time will be represented by the ratio of the rate of increase of the ordinate to 
that of the abscissa for that moment.^ 

64. It is evident from the last paragraph, that the greater or less intensity of 
the inductive action will be immediately presented to the eye, by the greater 
or less obliquity of the several parts of the curve 'to the axis. Thus, if the 
battery be suddenly plunged into the acid for a short distance, and then gradu- 
ally immersed through the remainder of the depth, the varying action will be 
exhibited at once by the form of AB, the fifst part of the curve, Fig. 17. The 
steepness of the part Kg will indicate an intense action for a short time A a, 
while the part g'B denotes a more feeble induction during the time represented 
by ac. In the same way, by drawing up the battery suddenly at first, and 
afterwards slowly, we may produce an inductive action such as would be re- 
presented by the parts between C and D of the ending of the curve. 

65. Having thus obtained representations of the different elements of action, 
we are now prepared to apply these to the phenomena. And, first, however 
varied may be the intensity of the induction expressed by the different parts 
of the two ends of the curve, we may immediately infer that a galvanometer, 

^ According to the differential notation, the intensity will be expressed by -^ . In some cases the 

dx 

effect may be proportional to the intensity multiplied by the quantity, and this will be expressed by 
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placed in the circuit of the secondary conductor, will be equally aflfected at 
the beginning and ending of the primary current; for, since the deflection 
of this instrument is due to the whole amount of a current, whatever may 
be its intensity, (57,) and since the ordinates cB and Cd are equal, which 
represent the quantity of induction in the two directions, and, consequently, 
the amount of the secondary current, therefore the deflection at the begin- 
ning and ending of the battery current will, in all cases, be equal. This 
inference is in strict accordance with the results of experiment; for, however 
rapidly or slowly we may plunge the battery into the acid, and however 
irregular may be the rate at which it is drawn out, still, if the whole effect 
be produced within the time of one swing of the needle, the galvanometer 
is deflected to an equal degree. 

66. Again, the intensity of one part of the inductive action, for example that 
represented by A ^, may be supposed to be so great as to produce a secondary 
current capable of penetrating the body, and of thus producing a shock* while 
the other parts of the action, represented by ^B and CD, are so feeble as to 
affect the galvanometer only. We would then have a result the same as one 
of those given in the last section, (42,) and which was supposed to be produced 
by two kinds of induction ; for if the shock were referred to as the test of the 
existence of an induced current, one would be found at the beginning only of 
the battery current, while, if the galvanometer were consulted, we would per- 
ceive the effects of a current as powerful at the ending as at the beginning. 

67. The results mentioned in the last paragraph cannot be obtained by 
plunging a battery into the acid; the formation of the current in this way is 
not sufficiently rapid to produce a shock. The example was given to illustrate 
the manner in which the same effect is supposed to be produced, in the case 
of the more sudden formation of a current, by plunging one end of the con- 
ductor into a cup of mercury permanently attached to a battery already in the 
acid, and in full operation. The current, in this case, rapid as may be its de- 
velopment, cannot be supposed to assume per saltum its maximum state of 
quantity; on the contrary, from the general law of continuity we would infer, 
that it passes through all the intermediate states of quantity, from that of no 
current, if the expression may be allowed, to one of full development; there 
are, however, considerations of an experimental nature which would lead us 

* The shock depends more on the intensity than on the quantity. See paragraph 13. 
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to the same conclusion, (18,) (90,) and also to the farther inference that the decline 
of the current is not instantaneous. According to this view, therefore, the induc- 
tive actions at the beginning and the ending of a primary current, of which the 
formation and interruption is effected by means of the contact with a cup of 
mercury, may also be represented by the several parts of the curve, Fig, 17. 

68. We have now to consider how the rate of increase or diminution of the 
current, in the case in question, can be altered by a change in the different 
parts of the apparatus; and, first, let us take the example of a single battery 
and a short conductor, making only one or two turns around the helix; with 
this arrangement a feeble shock, as we have seen, (11,) will be felt at the 
making, and also at the breaking of the circuit. In this case it would seem 
that almost the only impediment to the most rapid development of the current 
would be the resistance to conduction of the metal; and this we might sup- 
pose would be more rapidly overcome by increasing the tension of the electri- 
city; and, accordingly, we find that if the number of elements of the battery be 
increased, the shock at making the circuit will also be increased, while that at 
breaking the circuit will remain nearly the same. To explain, however, this 
effect more minutely, we must call to mind the fact before referred to, (17,) 
that when the poles of a compound battery are not connected, the apparatus 
acquires an accumulation of electricity, which is discharged at the first mo- 
ment of contact, and which, in this case, would more rapidly develope the full 
current, and hence produce the more intense action on the helix at making the 
circuit. 

69. The shock, and also the deflection of the needle, at breaking the circuit 
with a compound battery and a short coil, (9,) appears nearly the same as with 
a battery of a single element, because the accumulation just mentioned, in the 
compound battery, is discharged almost instantly, and, according to the theory 
(71) of the galvanic current, leaves the constant current in the conductor nearly 
in the same state of quantity as that which would be produced by a battery of 
a single element; and hence the conditions of the ending of the current are the 
same in both cases. Indeed, in reference to the ending induction, it may be 
assumed as a fact which is in accordance with all the experiments, (9, 13, 73, 
74, 75, 76, &c.,) as well as with theoretical considerations,^ that when the ck" 

* See the theory of Ohm, 
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cuit is hrohen hy a cup of mercury^ the rate of the diminution of the current^ 
within certain limits, remains the same, horvever the intensity of the electricity or 
the length of the conductor may be varied. 
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70. The several conditions of the foregoing examples are exhibited by the 
parts of the curves, Figs. 18 and 19. The gradual development of the current 
in the short conductor, vrith a single battery, and the gradual decline of the 
same, are represented by the gentle rise of AB and fall of CD, Fig. 18; 
vi^hile, in the next Fig., (19,) the sudden rise of AB indicates the intensity 
which produces the increased shock, after the number of elements of the bat- 
tery has been increased. The accumulation of the electricity, which almost 
instantly subsides, is represented by the part Bee, Fig. 19, and from this we 
see, at once, that although the shock is increased by using the compound bat- 
tery, yet the needle of the galvanometer will be deflected only to the same 
number of degrees, since the parts Be and ce give inductive actions in contrary 
directions, and both within the time of a single swing of the needle, and, con- 
sequently, will neutralize each other. The resulting deflecting force will, 
therefore, be represented by ef which is equal to Ck, or to 5B, in Fig. 18. 
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The intensity of the shock at the breaking is represented as being the same 
in the two figures, by the similarity of the rate of descent of the part CD of 
the curve in each. 

71. We have said (69) that the quantity of current electricity in a short 
conductor and a compound battery, after the first discharge, is nearly the same 
as with a single battery. The exact quantity, according to the theory of Ohm, 
in a unit of length of the conductor is given by the formula 
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n A 

rn + R' 

In this, n represents the number of elements; A^ the electromotive force of 
one element; r, the resistance to conduction of one element; and R, the length 
of the conductor, or rather its resistance to conduction in terms of r. Now, 
when R is very small, in reference to rn^ as is the case with a very short me- 
tallic conductor, it may be neglected, and then the expression becomes 

nA A 

— or -; 
rn r 

and since this expresses the quantity of current electricity in a unit of the 
length of the circuit, with either a single or a compound battery, therefore, 
with a short conductor, the quantity of current electricity in the two cases is 
nearly the same. 

72. Let us next return to the experiment with a battery of a single element, 
(68,) and instead of increasing the intensity of the apparatus, as in the last ex- 
ample, let the length of the conductor be increased; then the intensity of the 
shock at the beginning of the current, as we have seen, (14,) will be dimi- 
nished, while that of the one at the ending will be increased. That the shock 
should be lessened at the beginning, by increasing the length of the conductor, 
is not surprising, since, as we might suppose, the increased resistance to con- 
duction would diminish the rapidity of the development of the current. But 
the secondary current, which is produced in the conductor of the primary cur- 
rent itself, as we have seen, (19,) is the principal cause which lessens the in- 
tensity of the shock; and the effect of this, as will be shown hereafter, may 
also be inferred from the principles we have adopted. 

73. The explanation of the increased shock at the moment of breaking the 
circuit with the long conductor, rests on the assumption before mentioned, (69,) 
that the velocity of the diminution of a current is nearly the same in the case 
of a long conductor as in that of a short one. But, to understand the applica- 
tion of this principle more minutely, we must refer to the changes which take 
place in the quantity of the current in the conductor by varying its length; 
and this will be given by another application of the formula before stated, (71.) 
This, in the case of a single battery, in which n equals unity, becomes 

A 
r + R' 
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and since this, as will be recollected, represents the quantity of current electri- 
city in a unit of length of the conductor, we readily infer from it that, by in- 
creasing the length of the conductor, or the value of R, the quantity of current 
in a unit of the length is lessened. And if the resistance of a unit of the length 
of the conductor were very great in comparison with that of r, (the resistance 
of one element of the battery,) then the formula would become 

A 

or the quantity in a single unit of the conductor would be inversely as its en- 
tire length, and hence the amount of current electricity in the whole conductor 
would be a constant quantity, whatever might be its length. This, however, 
can never be the case in any of our experiments, since in no instance is the 
resistance of R very great in reference to r, and therefore, according to the 
formula, (73,) the whole quantity of current electricity in a long conductor is 
always somewhat greater than in a short one. 

74. Let us, however, in order to simplify the conditions of the induction at 
the ending of a current, suppose that the quantity in a unit of the conductor is 
inversely as its whole length, or, in other words, that the quantity of current 
electricity is the same in a long conductor as in a short one ; and let us also 
suppose, for an example, that the length of the spiral conductor, Fig. 3, was 
increased from one spire to twenty spires ; then, if the velocity of the diminu- 
tion of the section of the current is the same (69) in the long conductor as in 
the short one, the shock which would be received by submitting the helix to 
the action of one spire of the long coil would be nearly of the same intensity 
as that from one spire of the short conductor; the quantity of induction, how- 
ever, as shown by the galvanometer, should be nearly twenty times less; and 
these inferences I have found in accordance with the results of experiments, 
(75.) If, however, instead of placing the helix on one spire of the long con- 
ductor, it be submitted at once to the influence of all the twenty spires, then 
the intensity of the shock should be twenty times greater, since twenty times 
the quantity of current electricity collapses, if we may be allowed the expres- 
sion, in the same time, and exerts at once all its influence on the helix. If, in 
addition to this, we add the consideration that the whole quantity of current 
electricity in a long conductor is greater than that in a short one, (73,) we shall 
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have a further reason for the increase of the terminal shock, when we increase 
the length of the battery conductor. 

75. The inference given in the last paragraph, relative to the change in the 
quantity of the induction, but not in the intensity of the shock from a single 
spire, by increasing the whole length of the conductor, is shown to be true by 
repeating the experiment described in paragraph 13. In this, as we have seen, 
the intensity of the shock remained the same, although the length of the cir- 
cuit was increased by the addition of coil No. 2. When, however, the gal- 
vanometer was employed in the same arrangement, the whole quantity of in- 
duction, as indicated by the deflection of the needle, was diminished almost in 
proportion to the increased length of the circuit. I was led to make this addi- 
tion to the experiment (13) by my present views* 

76. The explanation given in paragraph 74 also includes that of the peculiar 
action of a long conductor, either coiled or extended, in giving shock and sparks 
from a battery of a single element, discovered by myself in 1831; (see Contrib. 
No. II.) The induction, in this case, takes place in the conductor of the pri- 
mary current itself, and the secondary current which is produced is generated 
by the joint action of each unit of the length of the primary current. Let us 
suppose, for illustration, that the conductor was at first one foot long, and after- 
wards increased to twenty feet. In the first case, because the short conductor 
would transmit a greater quantity of electricity, the secondary current pro- 
duced by it would be one of considerable quantity, or power to deflect a gal- 
vanometer; but it would be of feeble intensity, for although the primary cur- 
rent would collapse with its usual velocity, (69,) yet, acting on only a foot of 
conducting matter, the effect (74) would be feeble. In the second case, each 
foot of the twenty feet of the primary current would severally produce an in- 
ductive action of the same intensity as that of the short conductor, the velocity 
of coUapsion being the same; and as they are all at once exerted on the same 
conductor, a secondary current would result of twenty times the intensity of 
the current in the former case. 

77. To render this explanation more explicit, it may be proper to mention 
that a current produced by an induction on one part of a long conductor of 
uniform diameter, must exist, of the same intensity, in every other part of the 
conductor; hence, the action of the several units of length of the primary cur- 
rent must enforce each other, and produce the same ejffect on its own conductor 
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that the same current would if it were in a coil, and acting on a helix. I need 
scarcely add, that in this case, as in that given in paragraph 74, the whole 
amount of induction is greater with the long conductor than with the short 
one, because the quantity of current electricity is greater in the former than in 
the latter. 

78. We may next consider the character of the secondary current, in re- 
ference to its action in producing a tertiary current in a third conductor. The 
secondary current consists, as we may suppose, in the disturbance, for an in- 
stant, of the natural electricity of the metal, which, subsiding, leaves the con- 
ductor again in its natural state; and whether it is produced by the beginning 
or ending of a primary current, its nature, as we have seen, (22,) is the same. 
Although the time of continuance of the secondary current is very short, still 
we must suppose it to have some duration, and that it increases, by degrees, to 
a state of maximum development, and then diminishes to the normal condition 
of the metal of the conductor; the velocity of its development, like that of the 
primary current, will depend on the intensity of the action by which it is gene- 
rated, and also, perhaps, in some degree, on the resistance of the conductor; 
while, agreeably to the hypothesis we have assumed, (69,) the velocity of its 
diminution is nearly a constant quantity, and is not ajflfected by changes in 
these conditions; hence, if we suppose the induction which produces the se- 
condary current to be suflB.ciently intense, the velocity of its development will 
exceed that of its diminution, as in the example of the primary current from 
the intense source of the compound battery of many elements. Now this is 
the case with the inductions which produce currents of the different orders, 
capable of giving shocks or of magnetizing steel needles; the secondary currents 
from these are always of considerable intensity, and hence their rate of develop- 
ment must be greater than that of their diminution, and, consequently, they 
may be represented by a curve of the form exhibited in Fig. 20, in which there 

is no constant part, and in which the steep- 
ness of A B is greater than that of B C. There 
are, however, other considerations, which 
will be noticed hereafter, (89,) which may 
affect the form of the part B C of the curve, 
Fig. 20, rendering it still more gradual in its descent, or, in other words, which 
tend to diminish the intensity of the ending induction of the secondary current. 
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79. It will be seen at once, by an inspection of the curve, that the effect 
produced, in a third conductor, and which we have called a tertiary current, 
is not of the same nature as that of a secondary current. Instead of being a single 
development in one direction, it consists of two instantaneous currents, one pro- 
duced by the induction of A B, and the other, by that of B C, in opposite di- 
rections, of equal quantities, but of different intensities. The whole quantity 
of induction in the two directions, will each be represented by the ordinate 
B J, and hence they will nearly neutralize each other, in reference to their 
action on the galvanometer, in the circuit of the third conductor. I say, they 
will nearly neutralize each other, because, although they are equal in quantity, 
they do not both act in absolutely the same moment of time. The needle will, 
therefore, be slightly affected; it will be impelled in one direction, say to the 
right, by the induction of A B, but, before it can get fairly under way, it will 
be arrested, and turned in the other direction, by the action of B C, This 
inference is in strict accordance with observation; the needle, as we have seen, 
(24) starts from a state of rest, with a velocity which, apparently, would send it 
through a large arc, but before it has reached, perhaps, more than half a degree, 
it suddenly stops, and turns in the other direction. As the needle is first af- 
fected by the action of A B, it indicates a current in the adverse direction to 
the secondary current. 

80. Although the two inductions in the tertiary conductor nearly neutralize 
each other, in reference to the indications of the galvanometer, yet this is far 
from being the case with regard to the shocks, and the magnetization of steel 
needles. These effects may be considered as the results alone of the action 
of AB; the induction of B C being too feeble in intensity to produce a ter- 
tiary current of sufficient power to penetrate the body, or overcome the co- 
ercive power of the hardened steel. Hence, in reference to the shock, and 
magnetization of the steel needle, we may entirely neglect the action of B C, 
and consider the tertiary excitement as a single current, produced by the action 
of -4 JB; and, because this is the beginning induction, the tertiary current must 
be in an opposite direction to the secondary. For a similar reason, a current of 
the third order should produce in effect a single current of the fourth order, 
in a direction opposite to that of the current which produced it, and so on: we 
have here, therefore, a simple explanation of the extraordinary phenomenon 
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of the alternation of the directions of the currents, of the different orders, as 
given in this and the preceding paper. 

81. The operation of the interposed plate, (32, 47, 48, &c.,) in neutralizing 
the shock, and not affecting the galvanometer, can also be readily referred to 
the same principles. It is certain, that an induced current is produced in the 
plate (III. 64,) and that this must react on the secondary, in the helix; but it 
should not alter the total amount of this current, since, for example, at the 
ending induction, the same quantity of current is added to the helix, while the 
current in the plate is decreasing, as is subtracted while the same current is 
increasing. To make this more clear, let the inductive actions of the inter- 
posed current be represented by the parts of the curve. Fig 20. The induction 
represented hy A B will react on the current in the helix, and diminish its 
quantity, by an amount represented by the ordinate b B; but the induction 
represented by B C, will act in the next moment, on the same current, and 
increase its quantity by an equal amount, as represented by the same ordinate 
B b; and since both actions take place within a small part of the time of a single 
swing of the needle, the whole deflection will not be altered, and consequently, 
as far as the galvanometer is concerned, the interposition of the plate will have 
no perceptible effect. 

82. But the action of the plate on the shock, and on the magnetization of tem- 
pered steel, should be very different; for, although the quantity of induction in the 
helix may not be changed, yet its intensity may be so reduced, by the adverse 
action of the interposed current, as to fall below that degree which enables it 
to penetrate the body, or overcome the coercive force of the steel. To under- 
stand how this may be, let us again refer, for example, to the induction 
which takes place at the ending of a battery current: this will produce, 
in both the helix and the plate, a momentary current, in the direction of the pri- 
mary current, which we have called j^lus; the current in the plate will react 
on the helix, and tend to produce in it two inductions, which, as before, may 
be represented by A J5, and B C, of the curve, Fig. 20; the first of these, A B, 
will be an intense action, (78,) in the minus direction, and will, therefore, 
tend to neutralize the intense action of the primary current on the helix; the 
second, (JB C,) will add to the helix an equal quantity of induced current, but 
of a much more feeble intensity, and hence the resulting current in the helix 
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will not be able to penetrate the body; no shock will be perceived, or at least 
a very slight one, and the phenomena of screening will be exhibited. 

83. When the plate of metal is placed between the conductors of the second 
and third orders, or between those of the third and fourth^ the action is some- 
what different, although the general principle is the same. Let us suppose the 
plate interposed between the second and third conductors; then the helix, or 
third conductor, will be acted on by four inductions, two from the secondary 
current and two from the current in the plate. The direction and character 
of these will be as follows, on the supposition that the direction of the secondary 
current is itself plus : 



The beginning secondary 


. intense and . . 


. . minus. 


The ending secondary . . 


. feeble and . . 


. . plus. 


The beginning interposed 


. intense and . . 


. . plus. 


The ending interposed . , 


. feeble and . . 


. . minus. 



Now if the action, on the third conductor, of the first and third of the above 
inductions be equal in intensity and quantity, they will neutralize each other; 
and the same will also take place with the action of the second and fourth, if 
they be equal, and hence, in this case, neither shock nor motion of the needle 
of the galvanometer would be produced. If these inductions are not precisely 
equal, then, only a partial neutralization will take place, and the shock will only 
be diminished in power; and, also, perhaps, the needle will be very slightly 
affected. 

84. If, in the foregoing exposition, we throw out of consideration the actions 
of the feeble currents which cannot pass the body, and, consequently, are not 
concerned in producing the shock, then the same explanation will still apply 
which was given in the last paper, (III., 94,) namely, in the above example, 
the helix is acted on by the minus influence of the secondary, and the plus 
influence of the interposed current. 

85. We are now prepared to consider the effect on the helix (Fig. 3) of the 
induced currents produced in the conductor of the primary current itself. 
These are true secondary currents, and are almost precisely the same in their 
action as those in the interposed plate. Let us first examine the induced cur- 
rent at the beginning of the primary, in the case of a long coil and a battery of 
a single element; its action on the helix may be represented by the parts of the 



32 CONTRIBUTIONS TO ELECTBICITY AND MAGNETISM. 

curve, Fig. 20. The first part, A B, will produce an intense induction oppo- 
site to that of the primary current; and hence the action of the two will tend 
to neutralize each other, and no shock, or a very feeble one, will be produced. 
The ending action of the same induced current, which is represented by BD, 
restores to the helix the same quantity of current electricity (but in a feeble 
state) which was neutralized by AB, and hence the needle of the galvanometer 
will be as much affected as if this current did not exist. These inferences per- 
fectly agree with the experiment given in paragraph 19. In this, when the 
ends of the interposed coil were joined so as to neutralize the induced current 
in the long conductor, the shock at the beginning of the primary current was 
nearly as powerful as with a short conductor, while the amount of deflection 
of the galvanometer was unaifected by joining the ends of the same coil. 

86. At first sight it might appear that any change in the apparatus which 
might tend to increase the induction of the primary current (16). would also 
tend to increase, in the same degree, the adverse secondary in the same con- 
ductor; and that hence the neutralization mentioned in the last paragraph 
would take place in all cases; but we must recollect that if a more full current 
be suddenly formed in a conductor of a given thickness, the adverse current 
will not have, as it were, as much space for its development, and, therefore, 
will have less power in neutralizing the induction of the primary than before. 
But there is another, and, perhaps, a better reason, in the consideration that in 
the case of the increase of the number of elements of the battery, although the 
rapidity of the development of the primary current is greater, yet the increased 
resistance which the secondary meets with, in its motion against the action of 
the several elements, will tend to diminish its effect. Also, by diminishing 
the length of the primary current, we must diminish (76) the intensity of the 
secondary, so that it will meet with more resistance in passing the acid of the 
single battery, and thus its effects be diminished. 

87. The action of the secondary current, in the long coil at the ending of 
the primary current, should, also, at first sight, produce the same screening 
influence as the current in the interposed plate; but, on reflection, it will be 
perceived that its action in this respect must be much more feeble than that of 
the similar current at the beginning; the latter is produced at the moment of 
making contact, and hence it is propagated in a continuous circuit of conduct- 
ing matter, while the other takes place at the rupture of the circuit, and must 
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therefore be rendered comparatively feeble by being obliged to pass through a 
small portion of heated air; very little effect is therefore produced on the helix 
by this induction, (19.) The fact that this current is capable of giving intense 
shocks, when the ends of a long wire, which is transmitting a primary current, 
are grasped at the time of breaking the circuit, is readily explained, since, in 
this case, the body forms, with the conductor, a closed circuit, which permits 
the comparatively free circulation of the induced current. 

88. It will be seen that I have given a peculiar form to the beginning and 
ending of the curves. Figs. 17, 18, &c. These are intended to represent the 
variations which may be supposed to take place in the rate of increase and de- 
crease of the quantity of the current, even in the case where the contact is made 
and broken with mercury. We may suppose, from the existence of analogous 
phenomena in magnetism, heat, &c., that the development of the current would 
be more rapid at first than when it approximates what may be called the state 
of current saturation, or when the current has reached more nearly the limit of 
capacity of conduction of the metal. Also, the decline of the current may be 
supposed to be more rapid at the first moment, than after it has lost somewhat 
of its intensity, or sunk more nearly to its normal state. These variations are 
indicated by the rapid rise of the curve. Fig. 17, from A to g, and the more 
gradual increase of the ordinates from h to B; and by the rapid diminution of 
the ordinates between C and /, and the gradual decrease of those towards the 
end of the curve. 

89. These more minute considerations, relative to the form of the curve, will 
enable us to conceive, how the time of the ending of the secondary current, as 
we have suggested, (78,) may be prolonged beyond that of the natural subsi- 
dence of the disturbance of the electricity of the conductor on which this current 
depends. If the development of the primary current is produced by equal 
increments in equal times, as would be the case in plunging the battery (59) 
into the acid with a uniform velocity; then the part ^ jB of the curve Fig. 17 
would be a straight line, and the resulting secondary current, after the first in- 
stant, would be one of constant quantity during nearly the whole time repre- 
sented hj Ac; but if the rate of the development of the primary current be 
supposed to vary in accordance with the views we have given in the last para- 
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graph, then the quantity of the secondary current will begin to decline before 
the termination of the induction, or as soon as the increments of the primary 
begin to diminish; and hence the whole time of the subsidence of the second- 
ary will be prolonged, or the length of h C, Fig. 20, will be increased, the descent 
of JB C be more gradual, and the intensity of the ending induction of the second- 
ary current be diminished : (see last part of paragraph 78.) 

90. Besides the considerations we have mentioned, (88,) there are others of a 
more obvious character, which would also appear to ajffect the form of particular 
parts of the curve. And first we might perhaps make a slight correction in 
the drawing of Figs. 17, 18, &c., at the point A, in consideration of the fact that 
the very first contact of the end of the conductor with the surface of the mer- 
cury is formed by a point of the metal, and hence the increment of develop- 
ment should be a little less rapid at the first moment than after the contact has 
become larger; or in other words, the curve should perhaps start a little less 
abruptly from the axis at the point A. Also Dr. Page has stated* that he finds 
the shock increased by spreading a stratum of oil over the surface of the mer- 
cury ; in this case it is probable that the termination of the current is more 
sudden, on account of the prevention of the combustion of the metal by means 
of the oil, and the fact that the end of the conductor is drawn up into a non- 
conducting medium. 

91. The time of the subsidence of the current, when the circuit is broken by 
means of a surface of mercury, is very small, and probably does not exceed the 
ten thousandth part of a second, but even this is an appreciable duration, since 
I find that the spark at the ending presents the appearance of a band of light 
of considerable length, when viewed in a mirror revolving at the rate of six 
hundred times in a second; and I think the variations in the time of ending 
of the current under dijfferent conditions may be detected by means of this in- 
strument. 

92. Before concluding this communication, I should state that I have made 
a number of attempts to verify the suggestion given in my last paper, (III. 127,) 
that an inverse induction is produced by a galvanic current by a change in the 
distance of the conductor, but without success. These attempts were made 

* Silliman's Journal. 
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before I had adopted the views given in this section, and since then I have 
found (80) a more simple explanation of the alternation of the currents. 

93. In this number of my contributions, the phenomena exhibited by the 
galvanic apparatus have alone been discussed. I have, however, made a series 
of experiments on the induction from ordinary electricity, and the reaction of 
soft iron on currents, and I think that the results of these can also be referred 
to the simple principles adopted in this paper; but they require further exami- 
nation before being submitted to the public. 



